



THE
GILBERT & SULLIVAN
SOCIETY


TWENTY-SECOND
CONVENTION

at
The Alma Lodge Hotel
Stockport
Near Manchester


Friday 13th to Sunday 15th May
2022

Manchester Gilbert & Sullivan Society President: David Mackie.  Vice Presidents: Sandra Dugdale, Martin Lamb, John Savournin,
Professor Derek B Scott, David Steadman


WELCOME


The Manchester Society is delighted to welcome Society delegates from around the country to this, the twenty-second Society Convention.  We have worked closely with the Norwich Society in preparation for this weekend and are grateful for their help and for the generous support of the London Society. It is a particular pleasure to be able to ‘thoroughly enjoy ourselves’ in person after so many months of social distancing.
 
And we thank the staff of the Alma Lodge Hotel for the excellent facilities they provide to ensure we are both comfortable and well-fed.
 
Last but not least, thank you for attending. ‘Welcome to our hearts again…’

All events this weekend will take place in the Regis Suite except breakfast, which will be in the restaurant.  For further information please see the end of this booklet.



PROGRAMME for the CONVENTION 2022

Friday 13 May   
7.00 for 7.30 pm	Celebration Dinner (4 course).  (Dress; dinner jacket or
                                                                                      Lounge suit.)         
                             ‘Eat, aye, and drink, be merry, I implore ye’
	This will mark Manchester Society's 90th Anniversary as well as being the opening of the Convention.
                            ‘My histrionic art’
	Concert by Matthew Siveter (baritone) accompanied by Martin Yates.
The cash bar in the Regis Suite will be open until midnight.


Saturday 14 May
  9.30 - 10.00 am	Assemble.
                            ‘Hark the hour of ten is sounding’
10.00 am	Welcome.
10.15 am	    ‘The Mikado : the Victorian Masterpiece of British
                            opera’  Martin Yates, chairman of the Sir Arthur Sullivan
                            Society, places Sullivan in his proper place in the musical
                            line from Purcell to Britten.
             	    ‘All this is very interesting’
11.15am	    Coffee.
11.45 am	‘A Great Savoyard’: presentation on the life and work of Darrell Fancourt by his great niece Deborah Lea.
	‘You’ll go down to posterity’

	‘Tell me pray what is your pleasure’
12.45 pm	Light Buffet Lunch.  Cash bar open beforehand.  

Afternoon:
2.30 pm	Matthew Siveter will be interviewed about his musical and professional journey.  
	Questions welcomed at the end.
	‘your lightest word will carry weight in our attentive ear’
3.15 to 3.45 pm	Interval tea or coffee.
3.45 to 4.45 approx.  Paul Taylor of Manchester Society will give a talk on the events leading up to the first production of Iolanthe.
	‘O well-constructed plot’
4.45 to 6.30	Free time.
	‘Now for the rollicking bun’
6.30 pm	Evening meal. 
8.00 pm	Celebrity Concert by Leon Berger, Joanna Gamble, Rachel Harland and Russell Painter accompanied by Tim Smith.
	‘A remarkably fine crew’
10.00 pm	Tea, coffee and biscuits and a cash bar will be open until midnight.

	
Sunday 15 May
10.00 am	An Act of Worship featuring Sullivan’s two Te Deums led by Arthur Barrett and John Balls of Norwich G&S Society.
	‘Lift your song on high, all comers’
10.50 am approx.	Coffee.
11.30 am	‘In Duet’: Juliet Montgomery and Nathan Bellis will entertain in song accompanied by David Mackie.
	‘The air is charged with amatory numbers’
Formal close of convention.
	‘Here is food for joyous laughter’
  1.00 pm	Sunday Lunch (3 course).    Disperse (‘most reluctantly’).
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The Gilbert and Sullivan Society, founded on 2nd April 1924, was the inspiration of two men, William Freeman and Roy Hopkins.  They felt that the enthusiasm engendered by two very successful seasons given by the D'Oyly Carte Opera Company had triggered off a wish on the part of the audiences to be able to enjoy and learn more about the operas and that the many friendships made in the theatre should be fostered.  That they were right has proved itself over the years.

The idea soon spread beyond London and affiliated Branches in Great Britain and overseas were formed.  In the 1990's the Society in London became a Charity and the Branches are now known as Affiliated Societies.  There are currently 12 Societies in England and 5 overseas.  Manchester is the Society’s oldest Affiliated Society.


In 1962 it was decided to hold a Convention, open to all members, and so to weld more firmly the Societies around the country into one.  The success of that Convention, held in Manchester, has been repeated over the years in various venues and we hope the twenty-first will be equally successful.

The Society is pleased to have a distinguished and representative list of Vice-Presidents, many of whom, together with other authorities on all aspects of the whole of the works of Gilbert and Sullivan, have entertained the members at meetings all over the Country.

There has been a magazine since 1925, first the Journal and since 1982 the Gilbert & Sullivan News.  It is circulated to members and gives news of what is going on in the Society and in professional productions, as well as containing interesting and informative articles, and providing an exchange of ideas.


THE MANCHESTER SOCIETY

The Manchester Society (then called a Branch) was founded in June 1932, its inaugural meeting being held in the Grand Hotel, but the initial regular meetings were held in the Café Royal in Peter Street just across the road from the Free Trade Hall.

Its successful establishment and growth in the early years were due almost entirely to the able guidance and wise counsel of the late J K Clayton who held the office of Honorary Secretary for nearly 20 years from 1932 to 1950.

The tradition of long serving and devoted Honorary Secretaries was carried on by the late Norman Beckett who, after 11 years as Treasurer was Honorary Secretary from 1957 to 1982 ("twenty-five years - it's a long time!").  He worked tirelessly for the Society and, along with Leslie Weaver of Liverpool Branch and others, was instrumental in starting the Conventions.

Sheila Taylor worked equally hard and unsparingly for the Society, as Assistant Secretary for many years and as Secretary for 14 years.  Like Norman she contributed much through her musicianship.

The Society has also been blessed with wise and long-serving Chairmen.  The Revd Bernard Kitts was Chairman for 20 years from 1936 to 1956, when he moved from the area.  He was a keen amateur performer of G&S and other works and his wife a gifted pianist.  Our member Paul Taylor has recently written a three–page biography of him.  Cecil Heaton served for the next 11 years, then Bernard Hodson for 11 years and Bill Green for 18 years.  Our present Chairman, David S Walton, became chairman in 1992: Thirty years – an even longer time.

The first President was Sir Henry Lytton and he was succeeded by his widow Lady Henry Lytton who, in turn, was followed by his Honour Judge T B Leigh, Sir Malcolm Sargent, Isidore Godfrey OBE and Royston Nash.  The present holder of this title is David Mackie, former assistant Musical Director of the D’Oyly Carte Opera Company, and we are delighted to have him with us this weekend. 

The Society has 70 members and attendance at the monthly meetings numbers about 30.  The varied programme "blends amusement with instruction".  Talks and study evenings are given by various students of the subject, either visiting or our own members, the latter often containing live music from members.  These are mingled with performances from visiting professional and amateur singers.  All are held at our excellent meeting venue, the modern building of Cross Street Chapel, a three minute walk from Albert Square in the centre of Manchester.  The Society continues to promote the study and enjoyment of the operas which prompted its foundation in London.

Over the period of Covid lockdown we (along with The Gilbert and Sullivan Society that meets in London) have explored the use of Zoom which has enabled members all over the UK and beyond to share in our on-line meetings.

THE NORWICH SOCIETY

The Norwich Society was founded in 1978 when John Balls organised a concert performance of HMS Pinafore. Membership is over 55, with about  30 regularly attending our meetings. We have afternoon meetings, apart from special Concert Evenings. As well as providing a varied programme for our members and their friends, we support other Gilbert and Sullivan activities in Norfolk, including the productions of the East Norfolk Operatic Society.

We are delighted again to have the opportunity of helping the Manchester Society with the Convention - a continuing and worthwhile G and S tradition! 
 

DATES OF SOCIETY CONVENTIONS

First, Manchester	26/5/1962
Second, London	14/5/1966
Third, Liverpool	10/5/1969
Fourth, Manchester	13/5/1972
Fifth, London	10/5/1975
Sixth, Birmingham	13/5/1978
Seventh, London	30/5/1981
Eighth, Manchester	19&20/4/1985
Ninth, London	7&8/4/1989
Tenth, Manchester	24&25/4/1992
Eleventh, London	8-10/4/1994
Twelfth, Manchester	4-6/4/1997
Thirteenth, Grim’s Dyke	9-11/4/1999
Fourteenth, Manchester	12-14/4/2002
Fifteenth, Grim’s Dyke	     1-3/4/2005
Sixteenth, Manchester	     13-15/4/2007
Seventeenth, Grim’s Dyke      3-5/4/2009
Eighteenth, Manchester       20-22/4/2012
Nineteenth, Grim’s Dyke	    23-25/4/2014
Twentieth, Manchester        21-23/4/2017
Twentifirst, Grim’s Dyke    24-26/5/2019




Delegates attending the 2022 Convention

The G&S Society (21)
David Barker
Katie Barnes
Graham Brookman
Vincent Daniels
Robert Gray
Celia Lyons
Colin Jones
Romy McCabe
Peter Mountsteven
Alan Parfitt
Christine Parfitt
John Penn
Angie Penn
Christopher Richardson
Elaine Richardson
John Richardson
John Tritton
Zena Wigram
Barrie Wilson
Carol Wilson
Jose Wright

Manchester (32)
Philip Barton
Kathryn Barton
Christopher Browne
Ken Canning
John Coates
Wilf Deakin
Hilary Deakin
Jean Dufty
Julia Faulkner 
John Foley
David Goulden
Diana Harris
Gillian Henn
Margaret Hood
Steve Palmer
Alan Reiblein
Berenice Reiblein
Barbara Richardson
Alicia Speakman
David Taylor
Sue Taylor
Paul Taylor
Kath Taylor
Anne Thompson
Elva Towler
Chris Wain
Sandra Wain
Ray Walker
David Walton
Margaret Westhead
David Wheeler
Pam Whittaker

Norwich (5)
John Balls
Arthur Barrett
Paul Gooch
Wendy Gooch
Sheila Tuffield

Speakers, Singers and Guests (11)
Matthew Siveter
Martin Yates
Deborah Lea
Leon Berger
Joanna Gamble
Rachel Harland
Russell Painter
Tim Smith
David Mackie
Juliet Montgomery
Nathan Bellis

 
Grand Total (69)

SHREDS AND PATCHES


Chris Browne’s amazing “shop” of G&S items and others of theatrical interest will be open for sales most of the weekend when there is no talk, concert or meal taking place.  Also for sale two CDs of his most enjoyable own compositions, Midsummer Moods, £12 and Joie de Vivre, also £12.  Do feel free to browse and buy.  If you wish to buy afterwards when you have thought about it or want a present for a friend (or for yourself) you can visit his website: www.gilbertandsullivanonline.com or phone him on 01422 844744.  

The Fancourt trophy, one of Manchester Society’s possessions, is elegant and beautiful.  It was presented to the Society by Mrs Darrell Fancourt in memory of her husband and was originally awarded to a performer or small group who won a performing competition.  This treasure will be on display at the dinner.

On Friday afternoon if you wish you may be able to purchase tea, coffee and sandwiches in the reception area near the front door.

All weekend drinks will be available in the cash bar near the front entrance and at the Regis Suite bar, which will be open before lunch and dinner.

For the health and comfort of all please note no smoking in bedrooms or any part of the building.  There is a paved area outside the Regis Suite.  


Please vacate your bedroom by 11.00 am on Sunday.  Luggage may be left at reception.


If you need directions or information at any time during the weekend please ask the hotel staff, who are most helpful, or Convention Organisers; John Balls, Arthur Barrett, Jean Dufty, Paul Taylor, Raymond Walker, David Walton.
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